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grandeur. They respectfully .submitted that to turn the other cheek to the smitcr was a somewhat questionable ideal to propagate in the empire. Augustine sent a lung, carehil» and ingenious reply, hue it tailed ot its immediate object. I lagiographers generally declare that Voliisiaimx became a Christian at Constantinople on his deathbed long afterwards, but even this consolation rests on a very dubious identification. All Augustine's concessions to human nature as, that Christianity did not condemn war\ etc. could not cover the weakness of hii4 position ; indeed, he had to fall back in the end on the usual theory that 'faith opens the door to intelligence ami infidelity closes it.' Volusianus .seems to have preferred the* rationalistic maxim with which Augustine himself always confronts alien revelations. Mar-cellinus also mentioned in his letter that the owner of most of the Hippo territory was present at the conversation, and spoke sarcastically of Augustine's failure to answer his own questions.
But the historic literary sequel to the fall of Rome was the writing of Augustine's famous CV/v of God. For several years after the triumph of the Goths the murmur against Christianity rolled sullenly through the provinces, When the